Appro

e tramscrip

Kennedy’s ne
':Yesterday: .
The President: Good aft-
ernoon. : ’
I have a statement to
~make. The Soviet Union and
vwgrious Fastern  Européan

4willingness to buy from our

i%s"gﬁlar wotld price séveral ™

imillion ‘tons 6F strplus
_American wheat or wheat
#lour for shipment during
‘the mext several months.
They may also ‘wish to
ipurchase from” us Csurplus
feed grains and otlier "agri-
ﬁultdral c_qmmbd‘i't‘iés.
After _consulfatic '

"¢il, and informing the ap-
ipropriate leaders of the
Congress, I have conéluded

iflealers for American dollars

isgltation " With
National Security Coun-’

ountries have expresséd a

_private grain dealers at the .

dr gold, either cash on de--

ivery or normal commercial
terms, should not be pro-
hibited by the Governmeént.

The Commodity Credit Cor:
poration in the Department ™

of Agriculture will sell to
our private grain traders the
amount necessary to replace

the grain used to fulfill :
these requirements, and the 'y onts of people who needed

Department of Commerce
will graht export 1{EEhS
for their sale with th€_
mifments that these ]
modities are for delivi
and use ih the Soviet'
and Eastern Europe offf3
An added feature
provision that the w
sell to the Soviet Uniof}
be carried in availg
American ships, s
mented by ships of %
countries as requir&d. AL
rangements will "also™ ]

made by the DepattinefE ol
EvEnt. BT

Commerce to pr

single American déaler]
receiving an excessive
of these sales.” o

No action by
is required, but’'a gpecidl
report on thé; matter’ Wwill be

Basica - Soviet”

cally,
Union will be treated like -

adh "customiér” in

‘market” who. is
able ‘to Strike 3™

1w with private Ameri:

dtth

. gbroad, W

L S,

573 A.r,..t.ltn. ,WH. - . v" !
ehant Wﬁé‘;%pﬁ(xévedlﬁerIRGWasb

. o4, so long as Wwe

there is'1
ino - subsidy® to the foreign
ipurchaser; otfly a savings to
ithe American taxpayer on
wheat the ‘Government has
talready pu rchased and
istored at the higher domes-
‘tic

.. wheat glour 1
fist bloc.

price ~ whith “fsTmagin-

tained to assist out farmers.

‘ obvious benefit for the Unit-
od States. The sale ‘of four
million metric tons of
wheat, for example, for . an
estimated $250 million, and
additional sums from the
use of American shipping,
will benefit our balance of
payments and gold reserves’
by that amount and substan-
tially strengthen the eco-
nomic outlook for those em-
ployed in producing, trans-
porting, handling and

hat_such “sales by private; loading farm products.

Wheat, moreover, is our
number one farm surplus
today, to the extent of about
one billion unsold bushels.
The sale of around 150
million bushels of wheat
would be worth over $200:
million to the Areérican tax-
payer in reduced budget ex-
penditures. Our country has
always responded to re-

This transaction has’

quests for food from govern-.

were
people

tain that the

~_The Russian ‘peopT&will
kpow they are TECE 7
“American wheat. The Unit
ed States has never—had a
“policy against selling con-
sumer goods, including’_agﬁ:

~cultural commodities, to the "
~ “Soviet Union and
¥ “TEurope. On the

Egstern
contrary, we
“haye been doing exactly that

[ aumber of years, and

supplies of gold,
TqlMats and foreign ex
e must be used for
~they cannot be used to
s tnce military or “ether
equipment.

Our allies have long been
engaged in extensive sales
of wheat and other farm
products to. the Communist

. bloe, and, in fact, it would

be foolish to.halt the sales
of our wheat when other
countries can buy wheat
from us today and then sell
this flour to the- Commu-

_ tralia and NATO allies have

Al be “sold: at the .. agreed to sell 10 million to

%o "the extent that their
e Timited

L _would actually get it -and
_kno ere i o from. - BEW .
w where it came L7OL -z=zpplicy. That must await the.

"Fons of WhHeat ana

‘to -the Commil-

This -transaction adver-
tises to the world as nothing
else could the success of
free American agriculture.
1t demonstrates our willing-
ness to relieve food ‘short-
ages, to reduce tensions, and
to improve relations with all
countries, and it shows that
peaceful agreements with
the United States’ which
serve the interests of both
sides are a far more worth-
while course than a
course of isolation and hos-
tility.

For this Government to
%]l our grain traders that

~cannot accept these
offe s, ~oti fHE other hand,
woilld ”_gggomp'lish little or
nothing, The So
continue to Buy“Wheat and
flour ~elsewhere,’ including
wheat flour, from those
natiens which buy our
wheat; Moreover, having
for many years sold them
farm products which are not
in surplus, it would make no
sense to refuse to sell those
products on which we must
otherwise pay the cost of
storage. In short, this partic-
ular - decision with respect
to sales to the Soviet Union,
which i not inconsistent
with  many smaller transac-
tions over a long period of
time, does not represent a -
new Soviet-American trade

: zgettlement of many matters.

wt it does represent one
sgnore hopeful sign that a

—more peaceful world is both

)
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:-possible and benefi:;ial to us

all.

Political Repercussions

_“:"“Qi Mr, President, do you

e any misgivings about
sible political repercus-
s from your decision?

A: T suppose there will be
some who will disagree with
decision. That is true

‘ahout most decisions, But I
have considered it very
carefully and I think it is
very much in the interest of
the United States. As 1 said
before, we have got one
billion bushels of this in sur-
plus, and American taxpay-
ers are paying to keep it,
and T think we can use the

$200 million or $250 million

of gold which will help our

- charge them
been charged. T think they ‘[

83R000200170016-7

TEIA ‘and Viet-Nam

Q: Mr. President, could
you discuss some of the
recerit public accounts of
CTA- activities in South Viet-
Nam, particularly in the
stories or reports of how the -
CIA has undertaken certain
independent operations, O
independent of other
elements of the American
Government, that are in
South Viet-Nam? ‘ v

A: I must say 1 think th
reports are wholly untrue. -
The fact of the matter is
that Mr. (CIA Director
John) McCone sits in the
National Security Council. 1
imagine I see him at least
three or four times a week,

ordinarily. We hae worked ,

very closely together in the
National Security Council in
the last two months attempt-
ing to meet the problems we
face in South Viet-Nam. 1
can find nothing, and I have
looked through the record
very carefully over the last
nine months, and I could go
back further, to indicate
that the CIA has done any-
thing but support policy. It
does not create policy; it at-
tempts to execute it in those
areas -where it has compe-
tence and - respon ibility. I
know that the transfer of
Mr. John Richardson (CIA
official in Saigon) who is a
very dedicated pubic serv-
.ant, has led to surmises,

-~ put I can just assure you

flatly that the CIA has not
carried out independent ac-
tivities but has operated
under close control of the
Director of Central Intel-
ligence, operating with the
cooperation bf the National
Security Council and under
my instructions.

So I think while the CIlA
may have made mistakes, as
we all do, on different occa-

sions, and has had many !
successes. which may go un- |

heralded, in my opinion in
4his case it is unfair to
m “as’ they have

_have done a good job.

“it 15 in ourﬁﬁgﬁém0200170016-7

larly in view of the fach that®
1%% Ms are being "n:nac}‘é ‘bAy



or

on" 18- iquse
Hip<which ‘would make
Rt exploration ‘of space
& moon possible; But
it:1s important that
nite tates: contirine

tepatation to

an exchange of - viewsggn

‘hose matters which. ar
ssue’. hetween.. the ‘Saylel

1) ol

nd

10} gitl, L am; iul
g%w‘&}? a8 appgne?de

18 last. months will lessen ‘

1at prospect.. Really, what
as happened-since a year
0 when. I saw Mr. Gromy-
2 will lessen’ the prospect |
! a military clash. But the
{ferences - The
'stems are very, different.
Mr. Khrushchev, has sald
af there. 1g.no coexistence.
. the. fiell Jdeology.
here are -bound to,
were
meern, us. on which the So-
et Unlon' .and .the. United’
tates” Have . very dijfferent.
A3 we’'don’t want."

nd, 3
to' military

uite far ii-attempting to
e barrier which has
d betwéen the Com"

5 st world -and the West:
to- attempt to bring as_
as we can the:Com

3tates. In ‘my speech hefore i

‘he General Assembly, T in:

licated those ax;"as where i
itlof a l

nlst™ world - into : the - tr e
world: of-diversity-which we
seek. So the 'matter may
come up, bub I must:say we
have ‘had .no respon

-Weapons in Space '

+Mr: President, the re-%
ported -agreement In “prin-

1 - and
o * ban
fz-om duter

space; ue ‘of verL

, fication  come” ‘up “in “any °

way, and’ i sir, in what
?

: I3 riot. an’

phagl}e its peaceful in: - Vzet-Nam Pahcy

the century, perhaps socner
thian that, when there may
be a chnnge in that, but not
now: : s

Q: Cotild you say; sir, how
our’ policy is ptogressing in;
Viet-Nani  in meetlng what
you established as ‘desirable
last month, a change of per-
sontiel- and’ a change of
polidy ‘that ‘would help- the
government there better get
on with' the war?

A: I don't ‘think that
there has been a signifl-
cant change of the kind
-that—

Q:.For pgtter or w.orse'.'
A:1 say I.don’t think that
there have been changes in
the - situation - in the last
month, I think we ave still
dealing with:the: same prob-
lems we were deallng with‘a
month ago.

Latin Amerwun Coups

v, President, was \is-
crefary (ot “Stat
M) Martin’s “state-

wa,s 1nformed genr
what Mr. Martin
was saylng; nnd Jn fact I re-

ashes, it is ‘Worthwhile to’
ave consultations, The Seex.
tary “of State” has been
aving them for several
eeks, and .1 ‘will 'see

romyko” Thursday. afters
Jon' to just go" over ‘the
sound which "has -already|
xen lald by the Secretar:
' State. | R

virit Trip to Moo
Q: Mr, Prepident,
seuss with

at be,, punsue
me otfier channéis?

sponse to our — to |

aer . proposals de
her (;as §§ ’W

)
ace. That is the%}%‘“ “th
tional space "agency wa:
t ‘up.-That ‘s the ‘pasitjon

:h aken since my predi

HiFsé - requires
wn of a-guod;
erg which still,

me :.down,
:nuld be possible for, us to
200D rabe.’ So -far, as you
wnow;, -the. coope[atlon has
seen limited: to"
informntion. )
thei

-read, it this aftérnoon, ¢
first place; -our policy is not
reversed, - If attention could
be ‘drawn_to Seoretary
Busk'd statement of Friday
“evening  in regard. to. the A

¢
" made it very cLear that we,

~Infend to pro cct our securl-

.and we are glad to hear
" Soviet’ Unlon * doe
ntend:to. -
'his is a matter, it seems
me, that ‘can be best

Assembly  matter,

ause other countries may

the same ° capability,

I think “every* country

juld declare that they are

going 'to put atomic

pons in the atmosphere,
. could © thr

d: ;
elieve that You :

Dpeop:
*hagd, changed : your "opposl-
tion 6 a-shorter workweek

. talking about

" committed ' under
liance for Progress to demo-

: featlrn‘lg,

are. i interrup-
tion . of the constlmtlonal

system by military coups, -
not only because- we are-all’
the Al-°

cratic government and prog-
ress. and progressive
government, but- also-
"because of course “dictator-
shlps are the seedbeds from
“which communism ultimate-
1y springs up. *
" So we are opposed to mili-
ary goups, and it ig for that
reason that we have: broken
th the!

)
on- tHe situiati P
Which led,-I. think ?in.
ecause. of the’ Amerfcnn

and what problems  they :
present us, but we - are
opposed to- coups, :because
we think that they are de-
self ‘defeating ‘and .’
r the hemi-

as the
on,’in my judg-
ment, as machlnes Incregs

lelsure, "and ‘therefore,
should take' thoge*steps in

the field of canservation,” Te-

lopment, and rec-
ich will -prepare

period; Bug that. .

is pot talklng about today Qr
tomorrow, It. ‘would

{. great: migtake

redace our .40
week . now.

“coups have taken- place to

sphere and we ‘are using our
influence and I am sure:the .
countries of the hemi-
sph are using thelr in-.
ﬂuence in those areas where

‘provide for an nrderly res-
storation of al

' other members of the Or-

* order in those countries.and

ln reisatd o

{ust described, 1
Ve tempted to de-
. geribe. what. our polley” is
towards  coups. And as far

. as our national- polley; it :
' was. deseribed 'on Friday,
‘with the withdrawal of our i
+ diplomatic-.~—our -ambassa- |
: dors, ‘our aid, our-‘military

assistance ‘and all-the: rest,

."s0, 1. think ‘we . havé ‘'made
ery, clear-our policy and -

our interset in providing for
a return to, as I have -said,
constitutlonal - processes in
those two coyntrles.

We are working with the

ganization of Amerlcan
States so that together we
can bring about a return to

a return to . peaceful moco-
dures. That is the policy of
the United States.. I have
just enunciated it again.
Q: T was asking spedifical-
- ly, sir, whether the United
States contemplated any
broader -hemlspherie action
in terms of general action
by the OAS in this respect.
A:'Not at this time, This a
matter which I think all the
other countries, the OAS,

have decided what'they ate

going to do. I think "the’

United States has made its

position clear. . -,
. Q: Mr, Presldent are you

satlsf;ed in. retrospect that .

the United States .did all it
could, short of the use of

i:oree, to prevent the Doml- -

nican and Honduran coups?

A:  Yes, - I am. [. have
looked over the. conversa-
tions, the minutes, of cables
and so on, and I think we
did, This idea that we ought
to send United States -Ma-
rines into Honduras, which,
of -course, we couldn’t have
“done under the ¢onditions,
because of the time gap; I
think is a'very serious mis-
take.. That is not the way, in
my. opinion, and I think that
Mr. Martin was attempting
to explain that, that is not
the"way for democracy to

flourish, - . .

So I'think.we did‘the best

we could. It may be possible

to-always do. better, but-we
did the best we could, and

Wwe are going t0.do so

T thifk
thlnk itds possible for him:
to:do"it. But’he-has a, long
road to go, recalling the sit*

* datlon . in. September 105

October 1959. I think Sena-
tor- Goldwater has a trying
seven ' or eight months
which will test his endur-
ance and his perseverance
and his agility. .

A: Are you basing that on
your own experlence in

?

Processes.
Q: Mr. Preside!;t, beiyox;d

minican,
and. Honduras,
oes the United Statas plan

. January.
timetable for yourself or are "
. ligence Agency’'s work. -

Ike and Barry

Q: Former President.
n an” arl clrrt?sg € was,
unclear about Senator Gold-
water’s views.: on -certain
major issues. I wonder, sir,
whether youi ‘share  this u

i certainty-and’if so how y

think- Senator ” Goldw:
shofuld better express hlm-
sell

Senator. Goldwater 1§
speaking frequently, and he
“is'saylng what he tirlnkz

of the time he speaks, and I
‘thihk, therefore, we have an
opportunity to. make a judg-
ment of where hie stands.’ I
don’t think Senator Goldwa-
ter has ever been particular-
ly- deceptive. I think he has

. made very clear what he is. °

opposed. to and- what he is

‘are - unemplo;

Congressman that this *
would be. helpful in high-
lighting the problem we
have in employment and
educatlon? .

¢ I wouldn't want t puf
it ln that kind of a cate-
ory.. I 'think’’I can. ses
there might be some merit .
in trying to. mark out those-
who' , are - unemployed " be--
cause of structural “unem-
ployment, and - those: Who
d because“of -«
the seasonal -nature of their
work, those who are unem-
ployed because of illiteracy -
or lack-of mottvation, I think
all of that.information—we |
have a good deal of dt—a

.good deal of technical infor-,,

mation, but I don’t think I

“would label*anybody-in-the

United States unemployable.

for. 1 have gotten the idea. 1| Overseeing the CIA

think President-Eisenhower
will, -as time goes on.

Q: Mr. President, how do '
you feel - about Senator
{Ernest) Gruening’s (D-Alas-

Democratic Posstblhues -ka) proposal to set up a

Q: Mr. Presndent, to keep
the ball rolling, there are a

“couple " of obvious candi:

dates in another party who
say they are going to make
thelr announcement of their
decistons in December or
Have you set .a.

you already a candidate? '

1A: No, No, I think I w
walt, This. next year, I can
walt longer,

Vatachi Hearings

© Q: 'Mr. President, the Va-
la¢hi crime ¢ommittee
hearings are g

mixed review:

congressional investigator, I

they- are servlng sny useful
purpaose.

A: No, T wouldn't want—I
haven't’ commented on the

.-Senate procedures "and: I :
wouldn’t -now on’ this; lalson with him.

hearing or other hearings.
That is a judgment for Se:

“ator McClellan ‘and  the

Committee, I do think that

+ we shouldn't get a distorfed:

idea’ from the hearings, I’
think particularly as Colum-:

bus Day comes up I think !

there may be some feeling
of " some “people that the
name Valachi pérhaps
causes embarrassment to
other’ Amerlcan: eltizens., I
don’t think it should, These’

- difficulties, ?ccu; 1)

d
‘have done and nnepbe con-
cerned because & Valachi or-.
an Irish name or some other

. pame may occasionally get

di tmuble

prop! sed. t éeretary: (o
Labor W. - Willard) Wirtz,

: that we should have. three

categories instead of two in
our labor statistics, general
statistics.. He -is - proposing
that we have: employed; un-
employed and unemploy-
ables, because of their lack
of skills,

. :Would you agree with the
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The Otepka Case’

congressional cominittée “as
a watchdog over the CIA?
" A:r T think the present
-committees, there’s one in '
both the House and Senate.’
which maintains very close
liaison with the CIA, is.best,
considering the ‘sensitive
nature of the Central Intel-

As “yolt know," there is a
congressiongl - committee in
the House, one in“the Sen-
ate, composed of members-of
the Appropriations Commit- -
tee and the Armed Services
Commlitee, and they meet
frequent}y with Mr. McCone
and he also’ testifies:before
the Forelgn Relations Com-

wonder whether -you feel : mittees of. House and. Senate

‘and the general Armed Serv-
“ices Committee. And. I
think that the Congress has
through that organization
the means of keeping-a

‘In additlon, I have an ad-
visory council which  was;
Headed by Dr. Killion- for-:
merly, now Mr. Clark Clif-’
ford, which includes Jimmie '
Doollttls ‘nd others, and
Robert Murphy, who also’
served as an advisory:com-:
mittee to me on-the work;
of the intelligence commu-

nity.-I am well satisfied with:. -
the present arrangement. ’

ithe' “security ~ officer, and
- there seems to’ be some-con:
néction between g !

& eontt
. Arthur Wieland and Walte
W. Rostow and many others.

riow put-forth>an-order that?
employes of the State De-j
partment cannot talk or give -
Information to this congres-.
slonal commlittee, Isn’t that®'
a.direct violation of law?

A: No, it isn't. N

Q: That Government em-’
ployes are allowed to give

See TEXT, Al5, Col. 1




Q: Well, any 0
The law doesnt say what it
will be. It says that any Gov-
erniment employe can give
information to members. of
Congress or to the ommib
tees.

A: Well, let me just say
that the Secretary of. State
has been prepared to testify
since August before the In-
ternal Security Commitiee
and, discuss the case very
completely—-—

Q: Well, but—

A: Excuse me. There was
a hearing scheduled for car-
1y’ September, but because
of the Labor Day weekend
that hearing did not take
place. The Secretary of State
stands_ready, and he is the

best thing to do is to give
the | Secretary of State a
chance to explaln the entire
case; because in all frank-
ness, your analysis of it is
not complete.

+ Q: Would you like to com-
plete it, sir?

Al w111 be glad to have
the Secretary of State talk
to the Internal Security
Committee about what it is
that has caused action to be
taken, administrative action
to be taken, within the De-
partment of State, to be
taken againgt the gentleman
you named, the kind of ac-
tions he carried out, what
the law said, how he met
the law, how he didn’t meet
the law. This is all a matter
that is going to be heard by
the State Department Board.
Then it will be heard by the
Civil Service Commission
for review. Then it can be
discussed in the courts.

"~ reyuires as to Why Secretaxy

—8te Subcommittee can ha
e information that it

“Riisk "has “taken the action

- that he has, I think that is

the best procedure. And I
~can assure you that I will
examine the matter myself,
when it comes time, as the
Secretary of State will, who
bears the responsibility,
when it comes time to take
any disciplinary action, if
such a time does come.

Price Increases

Q: Mr. President, last
spring there were selective
price increases in steel, re-
cently there have been price
increases in steel. Are you
concerned about these in-
creases, sir, and do you feel
you are going to take any ac-
tion about them?

A: Well, we are watching
very carefully the rises
which have taken place in
certain industries. This
country has avoided an in-
flationary spiral, We see.no
reason  why there should
be one now. The wholesale
price’ index has remained
relatively constant for five
years. We are concerned
that price increases in one
or two basic areas may stim-
ulate other price increases
which will affect adversely
our competitive position
abroad, and therefore affect
‘our balance of payments,
therefore affect our nation-
al interest.

In addition, profits are at
a record high now. They
have never been higher in
history, and the whole year
of 1963 looks very good,
and, therefore, we should be
concerned also with reduc-

. ing prices as well as incregs:,

~vate banks .

_ln the meanwhile, tlﬁrﬁpﬂove{kF@mRel‘easbezoom »6/1

: zsonpery

mat er thh concern nnd

—-—will continue in the days

ahead to do so.

Financing of Wheat Deal

Q: Mr. President, has
there been an official ruling
that giving commercial ered-
its to Russia would not vio-
late the Johnson Act?

A: Yes, that is correct, be-
cause it is not a government-
to-government transaction.

Q: 1t is not a government-
to-government?
© A: It is not a government-
to government. These are
private traders that will be
involved and the credit will
be granted by banks. In the
case of Canada, as you
know, the terms were 25 per
cent down, 25 per cent then
for every six months for a
period of 18 wmonths, But
because the interest rate
was of a certain figure, I

thing 4% per cent, the
Soviets decided to pay
cash and, therefore, paid

something like 80 per cent
cash. We will be dealing on
the same matter with them
on interest rates. Our in-
terest rates would be slight-
ly higher than the Canadian
rate, possibly, under the pri-
vate commercial system,
and it may be that they will
decide, therefore, to pay a
very large percentage in
cash.

But I have gotten a ruling
from the Department of
Justice that this does not
contravene existing laws,
particularly the Jo hnson
Act.

Q: Will the grain dealers
take the risk, then?

A: The grain dealers will
take the risk with the pri-

“tg be. It is too early now.
Q: Could 1 ask one final

Q: Mr. President, former
head of the CIA Allen
Dulles said in an interview
in the Journal-American to-
day that reports of disputes
between the CIA and the
State Department and vari-
ous branches of the govern-
ment in South Viet-Nam
have arisen because of “a
lack of a clear-cut operation-
al pelicy in Washington.”
He goes on to say that what
he thinks is needed is less
back-biting between U.S.
agency officials. In view of
the defense that you just
gave CIA, would you care to
agree with the Dulles
charge or contest it?

A: I would agree with the
last part of it, that the agen-
cies—as we all know, they
are faced with a very diffi-
cult problem in South Viet-
Nam, which we are all fa-
miliar with, both on the mil-
itary and political side. Men
have different views about
what actions we should take,
and they talk to members of
the press, to all of you, in
Saigon and here in Wash-
ington. But I must say that
as of today, and I think this
is particularly true since
General Taylor and Secre-
tary McNamara came back,
I know of no disagreement
between the State Depart-
ment at the top, CIA at the
top, Defense at the top, the
White House and Ambassa-
dor Lodge, on what our
basic policies will be and
what steps we will take to
implement if. If down below
there is disagreement, I

think in part it will be be-
cause they are not wholly
informed of what actions we
are taking. Some of them
are necessarily confidential.
¢ But. L, think our policy,

est and VSouth, politi-
nnd. _._cal impressions?
A: 1 would say we are go-

1 SHRARD PO BRGIS 3R000R00AT 01821t say what

effect it is going to have, I
think we are in agreement
about what we ought to do. I
would think that Saigon, and
personnel in the various
agencies, should support that
policy, because that is the

. policy we are going to carry

out for a while.

Telling of Wheat Deal

Q: Mr. President, if I un-
derstood you correctly on
the wheat statement, you
said the Russian people will
know they are receiving
American wheat.

A: That is correct.

Q: Is that by some agree-
ment with the Soviet Union
or how would that come
about?

A: No, we have our own
means of informing the So-
viet Union. As you know,
for many months the Voice
of America has not been
blocked, for example, and,
therefore, we believe we
have adequate means to in-
form the Russian people of
the arrangement.

In addition, I am net sure
that there is any reason for
the Russians themselves to
keep it quiet as it is a com-
mercial transaction. But in
any case, we have the means
to provide that knowledge.

Domestic Politics

Q: Mr. President, as the
election year approaches,
there is an unusual amount
of political activity already,
as the questions reflect. I
wonder if you would give us
your thinking as an ex-
perienced politician as to
the prime assets of your Ad-
ministration next year, and
the prime liabilities of your
Administration?

A: I think you would not

L 35 We only have a

ing to have a hard, close

good many months.

Ereszdent, . Sk T

fight in 1964, but that has
.been my impression for a

The Press: Thank you, Mr.
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relatively short time, I think
we ought to make a judg-
ment on that in 1964, and I
say that without any—a lot
of these matters we will
have to decide whether the
United States is better off
economically than it was be-
fore, and whether our posi-
tion in the world has im-
proved, and whether our
prospects for peace are
greater, and whether our de-
fenses are stronger, and
whether we are making
progress at home and
abroad. That is a matter
which seems to me will be
argued very strongly in '64.
For example, we make a
judgment about the state of
the economy in 64, I think
if they pass our tax bill, we
are going to be able to dem-
onstrate a very successful,
ebullient economy for a pe-
riod of four years. If they
do not, we will have a dif-
ferent situation. I cannot tell
what our relations will be in
Southeast' Asia a year from
now. I know what results
our policy is attempting to
bring. But I think that re-
sult ought to be judged in
the summer of 1964 and the
fall of 1964, and I have
hopes that the judgments
will be that the economy is
moving ahead, that the rate
of growth has been almost
$100 billion, will have been
from about $500 billion to
$600 billion, that we are
substantially stronger mili-
tarily, that the chances of
war have been reduced over
Berlin and perhaps in other
areas. But I would not want
to make those judgments
now, because I think we stiil
have a long way to go be-
fore next summer, and I
think that to say this is the
end of the road would be a
mistake, I think we ought



